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Reports and inquiries pertaining to this release 
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Section of Economic Insect Detection and Reporting 
Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Volume 2 October 31, 1952 No, 27 
COOPERATIVE ECONOMIC INSECT REPORT 
| Highlights of Insect Conditions 


ORIENTAL. FRUIT MOTE trapping records in Yakima Valley, Washington. 
(page 358) 


CITRUS INSECT activity in California and Florida. } (page 359) 


SALT-MARSH CATERPILLAR infested vegetable erops in Orange and 
Santa Clara Counties, California during October. (page 351) 

LEAF MINERS damaging certain truck crops in Los Angeles coastal 
area, California and lower Rio Grande Valley, Texas. (page 362) 


WEEVILS (Brachyrhinus spp.) new to Nevada reported, (page 363). 


PINK BOLL WORM found outside regulated area in four additional Texas 
Counties and one Oklahoma County. (page 383) 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending Cctober 25 unless other- 
wise designated. CALIFCRNIA notes, not otherwise indicated, are 
compiled by S. Lockwood. Mr. i.ockwood's notes are for the month of 
October and are taxen from reports and observations of County Agric- 
_ultursi Commissioners, Farm Advisors of the Extension Division, and 
entomologists of the University of California, the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture and the California Department of Agriculture. 
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WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 28, 1952 


Rainfall during the past week totaled 3 to 5 inches in the Florida 
Feninsula, 0,50 inch to 1.50 inches in western Washington and light 
scattered showers ranging from a trace to 1.25 inch occurred along 

the Oregon and California coast, in the Colurmbia River Valley, and in 
the upper Lakes and Northeast. There was little or no precipitation 
elsewhere. For the second consecutive week no measurable rain was 
reported in Texas. The 27th of Cctober marked the 46th consecutive 

day at Salt Lake City with no rain, exceeding the former record of 43 
consecutive days established in 1904, To date this is the driest October 
at Minneapolis, Minnesota, since i857, At Green Bay, Wisconsin no 
measurable precipitation has fallen in 35 consecutive days, the longest 
such period on record for that station. No appreciable rain has fallen 

in Louisiana for 5 weeks. Due to the continued lack of rain, the fail grain 
crop is at a standstill, a high fire hazard exists from the Rocky Mountains 
to the Atlantic Coast, and water shortages have developed in several sec- 
tions of the country. Wells are going dry in Wisconsin and Iowa, ponds 
and streams are going dry in Kansas, and water hauling is necessary in 
parts of Texas and Mississippi, The Meridian, Mississippi water supply 
may become exhausted in 4 weeks without heavy rains, Forest fires or 
grass and brush fires were reported from one-half of the states east of 
the Rocky Mountains, Smog from prairie fires in Louisiana disrupted 
traffic in New Crleans on the 27th. A heavy smoke over West Virginia 
has resulted from 3,000 forest fires. 


Above-normal temperatures prevailed in the far V/est and northern Great 
Plains most of the period, with weekly averages ranging from 2° to 16° 
above normal. Weekly averages were below normal in the remainder of 
the country, At the beginning of the period many stations east of the 
Mississippi River reported record low minimum temperatures for so 
early in the season. Some of these records were the fcllowing: Columbia, 
South Carolina, 29°: Augusta, Georgia, 30°. Louisvilie, Kentucky, 23°; 
Memphis, Tennessee, 28°, all on the 22d; and 18° at Portland, Maine on 
the 26th, On the 21st and 22d scattered frosts were reported far south- 
ward in Georgia, and a killing freeze in South Carolina, exceot along the 
immediate coast, caused considerable damage to tender crops. At the 
end of the period a high pressure system was centered over the Great 
Plains and colder air was spreading over the South and East. (Summary 
Supplied by U. S, Weather Bureau), 
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CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECTS | oh 


EUROP EAN CORN BORER (ea reise ab ietie) -- WISCONSIN - Survey, 
while only about half completed, shows infestation to be about equal to 

last year's with heavy borer mortality resulting from sudden, low temper- 
atures. earlier this month. There seems to be an abundance of both 
Lydella stabulans grisescens and Sympiesis viridula, These parasites 
are now present i in corn fields 155 miles north of Madison, which extends 


the distribution much farther north than heretofore. (E, L. Chambers). 


GRASSHOPPERS (Acrididae) -- CALIFORNI4. - State-wide survey shows 
areas most likely to be seriously injured in 1953 are in following counties; 
Imperial, San Diego, Riverside, Los Angeles, Kern, Fresno, Madera, 
Mariposa, Glenn, Butte, Tehama, Humboldt, Siskiyou, Modoc and Lassen, 
WISCONSIN - Egg survey shows much lighter infestation so far as over- 
wintering eggs are concerned than was anticipated. Very difficult to find 
eggs in many areas where adult survey revealed heavy populations, (E. 

LL, Chambers). 


FALL ARMYWORM (Laphygma frugiperda) -- TEXAS - Numerous in corn 
fields in Lower Rio Grande Valley. (‘Wene and White), 


BROWN WHEAT MITE (Fetrobia latens) -- UTAH - Continues to cause 
injury in a few large fall dryland wheat fields in East Poepenton vicinity, 
~ Salt Lake County: (G. F, Knowlton), 


LYGUS BUGS (Lygus spp.) -- CALIFORNIA - Lygus elisus caused heavy 
damage to alfalfa in Yolo County, UTAH -~- Lygus elisus and other species 
still very numerous on late- -growth alfaifa in Erda, Magna and Lakepoint 
vicinities, (G. F, Knowlton). 


LEAPHOPPERS -- UTAH - Undetermined species extremely numerous 
on alfalfa in some areas of Salt Lake and Tooele Counties, Also infesting 
grass and spotting fall dryland wheat to some extent, (G. F. Knowlton) 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera postica) -- CALIFORNIA - Heavy populations 
of new generation adults were active in Modoc County. 


BLACK CUTWORM (Agrotis ypsilon) -- CALIFORNIA - Heavy infestations 
occurred in some alfalfa in Yolo County, Heavy damage to Sudan grass in 
Tehama County, 
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ALFALFA CATERFIE.LAR (Colias phitodice SUE ens -- CALIFORNIA - 


Heavy infestations on alfalfa revorted from Yolo County. Light to medium 
: aig d in eee County. 


MEALYBUGS (Frionymous spp.) -- CALIFORNIA - Meee infestation and 
severe damage to lawn grass reported from Modoc County. - 


FRUIT INSECTS © 

ORIENTAL FRUIT MOTH (Grapholitha molesta) -- WASHINGTON - An 
average of 77: moths per bait caught in 1952 in infested area in Yakima 
Valley. This compares with 101 in 1949, 115 in 1950, and oniy 13 in 
1951... The low 1951 figure resuited from the peach crop failure of 1950. 
‘Examination of over 50,000 harvested peaches showed an infestation by 
oriental fruit moth and peach twig borer (Anarsia lineatella) of only about 
.0.3 percent. In most instances it was not possible to distinguish the injury 
caused by the two pests. (M. A. Yothers), 


‘ CODLING MOTH (Carpocapsa pomonella) -- CALIFORNIA - Severe damage 
to backyard apples anc pears recorded in Lassen County. Light damage 

to cling peaches in San Bernardino County. Heavy damage to walnuts in 
some groves in Orange and San Bernardino Counties. 


PEACH TWIG BORER (Anarsia lineatelia) -- CALIFORNIA - Five to 29 
percent infestations some orchards in Riverside County. Heavy infesta- 
tions occurred on veach in San Bernardino County. 


APPLE MAGGOT (Rhagoletis pomonella) -- WISCONSIN - Abundance 
reported from all areas of State in unsprayed farm orchards and poorly 
sprayed commercial orchards, (ZH, Ll, Chambers), 


GRAPE PHYLLOXERA (Phylloxera vitifoliae) -- CALIFORNIA - Some 
severe. infestations occurred in Tulare County forcing removal of heavily 
infested vines. 


A LEAFHOPPER (Erythroneura sp.) -- CALIFORNIA - Some heavy 
infestations built up on grapes in Sen Bernardino County. 


GRAPE MEALYBUG (Pseudococcus ee aes -- CALIFORNIA - Severe 
infestation occurred in some vineyards in Merced County. 


| 
| 
| 
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CITRUS INSECT SITUATION IN CALIFORNIA DURING OCTOBER 


Citrus red mite (Paratetranychus citri) infestations medium in Santa 
Barbara County lemon groves. Increase over past years in San Diego 
County. Medium infestations in Orange County. Citrus rust mite 
(Phyllocoptruta oleivora) light to heavy on citrus in San Diego County.» 
_.Some heavy infestations of citrus thrips (Scirtothrips citri) in San 
Bernardino County, Heavy infestations of black scale (Saissetia oleae) 
in some San Diego citrus groves, medium in Orange County, light on 
lemons in Santa Barbara County. Citricola scale (Coccus pseudo- 
magnolarium) light to heavy in Tulare County citrus groves. California 


red scale (Aonidiella aurantii) locally severe on citrus in Tulare County; 
light to heavy ir in San Bernardino County; light in Orange County, Yellow 
scale (Aonidiella citrina) infestations reported in Tulare County. Medium 
infestations of purple scale (epidosaphes beckii) in some Orange County 
localities. Light infestations of navel orangeworm (Myelois venipars) 

in oranges in Kern and San Bernardino Counties. . Medium infestations of 
orange tortrix (4 paevnoloenia: citrana) in some orange groves in Orange 


County. 


CITRUS INSECT ACTIVITY IN FLORIDA 


Furple scale (Lepidosaphes beckii) found in 89 percent of groves checked 
during second week of October. ‘evel of infestation low. Highest activity 
was in V/est Coast, Indian River and Brooksville Districts. Florida red 
scale (Chrysomphalus acnidum) infesting 53 percent of groves. Increase 
in activity and further increase expected as peak of current hatch had not 
been reached, Activity highest in Upper Hast Coast and Indiana River 
Districts. enue red mite (purple mite) Paratetranvchus citri found in 
48 percent of groves inspected. Activity declining. Citrus rust mite 
(Phyilocoptruta oleivora) recorded in 74 percent of groves. Infestation 
level was still very high with little change expected. Activity highest in 
Upper East Coast, Bartow and Orlando Districts, (F ratt and Thompson). 


FEAR RUST MITE (Epitrimerus piri) -- CALIFORNIA - Heavy infestations 
x ‘eported on apple and © pear in San 1 Mat eo County. 


A LYGUS BUG (Lygus elisus) -- CALIFORNIA --Reported damaging five 
percent of ail apples and pears in Tuolumne County. 
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SPIDER MITES -- CALIFORNIA - Tetranychus multicitus new pest in 
_pear orchards in San Diego County. Pacific mite e (Tetranychus pacificus) 
infestations were heavy on prunes and walnuts in Yolo County. 


' WALNUT HUSK FLY (Rhagoietis | aeieatets) -- CALIFORNIA - Heavy 
infestations during month in peach orchards in Yucaipa vicinity, San 
Bernardino County, Heavier than usual on walnuts in Los Angeles County. 
Extensive damage in parts of Riverside County. Locally heavy infestations 
on waliats in Orange County, Hant to heavy in San Bernardino County. 


-NAVEL ORANGEWORM (Myelois venipars) -- CALIFORNIA - Severe in- 
festations reported in almonds in Madera County. 


CLOVER MITE (Bryobia | praetiosa) -- CALIFORNIA - Heavy damage to 
avocados occurred in a few areas in San Diego County. 


-OMNIVORUS LOOPER (Sabulodes caberata) and Amorbia essigana reported 
jointly responsible for moderate to severe damage to avocados, especially 
Anaheim variety, in San Diego County, CALIFORNIA, 


OLIVE SCALE (Parlatoria oleae) -- CALIFORNIA - Generally distributed 
on olive and ornamental shrubs in Tulare County. 


‘BENEFICIAL INSECTS 


CALIFORN?A - Metaphychus helvolus, M. lounsburyi, and Scutellis‘a_ 

_ eyanea have built up rapidly to a point where biological control of kiack 

_ scale (Saissetia oleae) is now as effective as chemical control in Los 
Angeles County, Thirty-three thousand Aphytis "A", California red scale 
(Aonidiella aurantii) parasite, released this month in Santa Barbara County. 
Approximas ‘ely 175,000 Aphytis parasites of olive scale (Parlztoria oleae) 
relesced in Sutter, Yuba, San Bernardino, San Diego, Los A:yeles and 
Stanisiaus Counties. Over 13,000 Aphytis ''X", parasite of purple scale 
(Lepidosaphes beckii), released in Orange eatin during September. 
Coccophagus yoshidae and C. japonicus, 1,000 each, released in Orange 


County to combat black scaie. 
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TERI CROP INSECTS 


CALIFORNIA - Cabbage iédpan (aan teicedae ni) building up again on 
cauliflower and cabbage in Los Angeles County. Mostly small larvae 

and eggs present. (J, Wilcox). Diamondback moth (Flutella maculipennis) 
damage heavy to cabbage in San Mateo County during month. Imported 
cabbageworm (Pieris rapae) infestations were medium on broccoli-and - 

* cauliflower in Santa Clara County. FLORIDA - Heavy infestation of 
imported cabbageworm on cabbage in Gadsden County; somewhat lighter 
-oncollards. Also fairly heavy infestation of cabbage looper on collards. 
(L. M. May). SOUTH CAROLINA - Cabbage looper eggs abundant on 
crucifers Charleston area, Also moderate to large brood of larvae. 
Imported cabbageworm continues to infest collards and broccoli in Dor- 
chester County. (Reid, Deen, Cuthbert), VIRGINIA - Imported cabbage- 
worm adults still actively ovipositing on cole crops during warm part of 
the day. ‘Killing frost on October 22 finished most tender crops such as 
beans, peppers, tomatoes and sweet potatoes in Norfolk area, (Brubaker, 
Greenwood, Hofmaster). yes 


BLACK CUTWORM (Agrotis ypsilon) -- CALIFORNIA - Light to heavy 
infestations on broccoli and cauliflower occurred in Santa Clara County. 
Light to moderate damage to lettuce in Santa Cruz County. 


LEPIDOFP TEROUS LARVAE -- FLORIDA - Lepidopterous larvae identified 
by J. G. Franclemont as Mocis sp., family ae eat found on turnips, 
cabbage, and pigweed in Gadsden County. (F. E. Guthrie), 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis armigera) -- TEXAS - Injuring lettuce in - 
many fields in Lower Rio Grande Valley. (Wene and White). 


BEAN LEAF ROLLER (Urbanus proteus) -- FLORIDA - Moderately heavy 
infestations on beans in Gadsden and adjacent counties. (L. M. May). 


SALT-MARSH CATERPILLAR (Estigmene acrea) -- CALIFORNIA - Local 
but heavy infestations occurred in Crange County on beans and cabbage, 
Medium to severe on vegetable crops in Santa Clara County. 


A LYGUS BUG Megas elisus) -- CALIFORNIA - Three percent damage 
to bean crops recorded in Monterey County. Infestations were light to 
heavy on beans in San Bernardino County. 
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LEAF MINERS -- TEXAS - Continue to damage peppers, tomatoes, 

and blackeyed peas in Lower Rio Grande Valley. (Wene and White). 
CALIFORNIA = Pea leaf miner (Liriomyza langei). seriously damaging 
spinach, romaine lettuce and celery in Los Angeles coastal areas. Leaf 
‘ mines necessitate severe trimming of these crops, and adult punctures 
reduce, grade on romaine and spinach. (J, Wilcox). Liriomyza spp. 


‘. infestations continued heavy on tomato in Sacramento and Yuba Counties. 


. Severe infestation nevonteds: on honeydew melon vines in Stanislaus County. 


HORNWORMS (evotudene spp.) -- TEXAS | - Injurious populations in some 
fields in Lower Rio Grande Valley. (Wene and White), CALIFORNIA - 

. Tomato hornworm (P.. quinquemaculata) infestations caused serious 

damage to potatoes in Kern County. Also moderate infestations on tomatoes, 


PICKLEWORM (Diaphania nitidalis) -- FLORIDA - Control measures have 
been applied on some squash fields in Gadsden County. (L. M. May). 


MELONWORM ‘(Diaghania Hyalinate) -- TEXAS - Continues to damage 
Baiess near W este: (Wene and White), 


LESSER CORNSTALK BORER (Elasmopalpus lignosellus) -- TEXAS - 
Damage to blackeyed peas continues in Lower Rio Grande Valley. (Wene | 
and White). | 


HIDS (Aphidae) - -- VIRGINIA - Green peach aphid (Myzus ; eueteae) on 
some spinach plantings in Norfolk area, but not causing any serious injury. 
(Brubaker, Greenwood, Hofmaster), CALIFORNIA - Cabbage anhid 
(Brevicoryne brassicae) becoming serious on cauliflower in Los Angeles 
County. (J. Wilcox), Have been heavy enough to warrant treatment in 
most cabbage and caulifiower fields in Southern California. Heavy infesta- 
tions occurred some fields in Crange County. Melon aphid (Aphis. gossypii) © 
_ infestations have been heavier than usual on cucumber, cantalouy and 
Squash in Los MREE County. 


POTATO TUBER| WORM (Gone treme. aneremlaia) -- CALIFORNIA - 
Very serious damage occurred in some poiato fields in Riverside County 
but, generally, damage light. Moderate to heavy damage to potatoes in 
Santa Cruz County. Light infestation continued in parts of Alameda County. 


MOLE CRICKETS -- SOUTH CAROLINA -- Causing moderate injury to 
germinating onions in Charleston area, (Reid, Deen, Cuthbert). 
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WEEVIL RECORDS IN NEVADA -- Strawberry root weevil (Brachyrhinus 
ovatus) taken between Reno and Sparks, black vine weevil (B. sulcatus) 
found in Reno, rough strawberry weevil (B. rugosostriatus) and B. 
meridionalis found in Reno and Washoe Valley. Identified and reported 
by P. Ting. It is believed that these are first. records of these insects 
in Nevada. (G. G. Schweis). 


TWC-SFPOTTED SPIDER MITE irae SRvOnus piscuacials CALIFORNIA - 
Completely ruined parts of celery fields in Los Angeles coastal area. 
(J. Wilcox), Caused moderate to heavy damage to strawberries in Santa 
Cruz County. : 


CYCLAMEN MITE (Tarsonemus pallidus) -- CALIFORNIA - Moderate to 


ene yee | an memeer: 


heavy damage to strawberries in Santa Cruz County during October. 


COTTONY-CUSHION SCALE (Icerya purchasi) -- CALIFORNIA - Light 
to severe infestations on ornamental | shrubs reported from Tulare County. 


LILY WEEVIL (Agasphaerops nigra) -- CALIFORNIA - Bound during 
' thonth in many lily fields in Del Norte County; serious population one field. 


NARCISSUS BULB FLY (Lampetia equestris) -- CALIFORNIA - Reported 


responsible for severe damage to daifodiis in Humboldt County. Twenty 
percent of bulbs on 20 acres infested in San Matec County. 


- COTTON INSECTS 


PINK BOL! WORM (Fectinophora gossypiella) -- TEXAS - Newly infested 
counties found since October 9 are Gregg, Delta and Hopkins. in East 
Texas and Deaf Smith County in the northwest. As many as 75,000 pink 


_. bolworms have been recorded from2 bushels of gin trash in Glasscock 


County (V/est Texas). This county, however, was known to be infested 
previous to 1952, (L. F. Curl, October 24). OKLAHOMA - Hughes 
County found newly infested. This county is 3 counties east of most of 
the regulated area in Cklahoma and 3 counties north of the newly infested 
area of Texas, (L. F. Curl, October 24), : 


SPIDER MITES -- CALIFORNIA - Reported severe in some Merced 
County cotton fields during October. 
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_ BOLLWORMS (Heliothis spp. et al) -- CALIFORNIA - 2 GN but 
widespread damage occurred in Kern County covton, 


STORED PRODUCTS INSECTS 
CHEESE SKIPPER (Fiophila casei) -- MARYLAND = Infesting hams on 


one property in Baltimore County. .ropulation seems to be increasing over 
last year's, (T. L. Bissel}). Ta Pica es . nino & 


HIDE BEETLE (Dermestes maculatus) -- MARYLAND - Rather. heavy, 
population on one property in Wicomico County, October 17. (T. L,. Bissell). 
INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


SCREW- WORM (Callitroga americana) -- FLORIDA - Moderate: increase 
in Gadsden and adjacent counties during first half of Deore (L. M, May). 


BOXELDER BUG (Leptocoris trivittatus) -- WISCONSIN = Abundant and 


annoying around homes in southern area as bugs seek hibernating quarters 
foliowing heavy frost. (E, . Chambers). 


Recent Important Interceptions at Ports of Entry 


Living giant African snails, Achatina fulica (Bowdich), were intercepted 
on returned military equipment and scrap metal in cargo from Guam at 
San Pedro, California on August 5 and September 30, 1952. (Hart, 
Stowell, Roth). : 


Living larvae of the Mediterranean fruit fly, CT eratitis. capitata (Wied, oe, 


were intercepted in peaches from Spain taken from airplane stores at San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. (Thompson). 


Living larvae and eggs of the melon fly, Dacus cucurbitae Coq., were - 
found in peppers in ship's stores from Hawaii at San Diego, California. 
(Wilkey). 


Correction: Vol. 2, No. 21 of the Report listed an interception of the 
oriental fruit fly in avocado found in plane's stores from Hawaii at San 
Diego, The information given the Report should have read "Ship's stores" 
instead of "plane's stores." 


